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Presidentõs Corner 

Hello Idaho Volunteers, 4-H Youth, and Extension, 
 

 I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season and is looking forward 

to the 2014 4-H year. 

 I am honored to be the 2014 Idaho State Leaders Association president.  

I am a volunteer from North Central Idaho in Clearwater County.  I am an 

active club leader, county, district, and state volunteer as well as pursuing a 

degree in higher education.  I look forward to a busy year in representing 

you and working with my fellow state officers. 

The new 4-H year has already started and is moving forward quickly.   

Some of our state conferences are in the preparatory stage and will be here 

before we know it.  In February, over Presidentôs Day weekend, Know Your 

Government will host youth from across the state.  Then there will be all the 

district, county, and club activities which round out the success of the Idaho  

4-H program. 

I wish each and every one much success in the year to come. 

 Respectfully, 

 Bobbi Flowers 

Remember: The University of Idaho is an equal opportunity/affirmative action 

employer and educational organization. The University of Idaho offers pro-
grams to persons regardless of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, 

age, sexual orientation, or disability.  
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4-H Specialty License Plate  
Submitted by:  Dr. Jim Lindstrom, State 4-H Director 

 

 The clock is ticking on the Idaho Friends 

of 4-H Specialty License Plate.  As 4-H 

volunteers, you may choose to connect with 
your local legislator regarding the license 

plate.  How can your 4-H club engage and 

learn from this process?  4-H members can 

contact their respective legislators to learn the 
legislatorôs view of the Idaho 4-H Specialty 

license plate effort.  

 Following are some talking points that 

may assist your 4-H Ambassadors or 4-H 

Volunteers when contacting their legislators.  

1. The Idaho Friends of 4-H Board has undertaken an effort to establish an Idaho 4-H Specialty 

license plate, in accordance with the rules and regulations set forth by the Idaho Department 
of Transportation.  Our goal is to provide increased visibility for 4-H statewide while 

generating additional funding to support/enhance Idaho 4-H Youth Development programs 

(i.e. improved educational resources, scholarships, youth and adult volunteer leadership 
trainings, etc.). 

2. The application process required that a minimum of 250 signatures be gathered from 

individuals who currently have vehicles registered in Idaho, indicating they would intend to 
purchase an Idaho 4-H Specialty license plate if it were made available.  During this past 

summer, nearly 600 signatures were gathered in support of this effort. 

3. Based on the clear support for this effort, the Idaho Friends of 4-H submitted an application 

to the Idaho Department of Transportation by their September 1st deadline.  Since that time, 
Friends of 4-H board member Tom Trail (former State Representative) has worked with State 

Representative Agidius to serve as the billôs sponsor.   

4. Idaho residents can voluntarily opt to participate in the specialty license plate program.  If 
they choose to participate, they pay an initial fee of $35 above their normal vehicle 

registration fee (of which $22 would be returned to Idaho Friends of 4-H); annual renewals 

are $25 above normal registration fees (with $12 returned to Idaho Friends of 4-H).  

Preliminary projections indicate that this program could generate $5,000 to $7,000 annually; 
this amount could substantially increase over time.  

5. Proceeds from the special license plates sales will support and enhance 4-H Youth 

Development programs throughout Idaho by funding 4-H events, educational resources, 
scholarships, youth leadership training and volunteer training.  Additionally funds may 

support program areas such as 4-H Afterschool, 4-H Know Your Government Conference, or 

4-H Teen Conference.   
6. 4-H is a youth development organization that is administered in Idaho through the University 

of Idaho Extension.  Currently there are approximately 70,000 youth participants in the UI 4-

H Youth Development program.   

7. The proceeds will be logged through the UI Foundation and will be targeted for the 4-H 
Youth Development program, much like the UI license plates target UI student scholarships.  

 

 Please donôt hesitate to contact Jim Lindstrom at jlindstrom@uidaho.edu or Jim Wilson at 
jwilson@uidaho.edu if you have questions.  

mailto:jlindstrom@uidaho.edu
mailto:jwilson@uidaho.edu
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Bannock County Says Goodbye to Educator Missy Cummins 
 

On November 29, Bannock County said goodbye to their extension educator Missy Cummins.  

Missy had been the educator in Bannock County since May 2008.  She implemented numerous 

programs in her county to benefit youth through 4-H.   
Missy is a true Idaho 4-Her as she grew up involved in 4-H in Bannock County as a 4-H youth.  

Missy spent ten years in the program participating in home economic projects such as cooking and 

sewing.  She also completed projects in rockets, leadership, and self-determined.  When asked what 
her favorite project was as a participating 4-H member Missy replied, ñMy favorite was probably 

leadership.ò 

In implementing numerous programs in Bannock County, the leadership she enjoyed as a 

member is now put to use as an extension educator.   Specific programs Missy implemented include 
day camps, early out Monday 4-H, Schoolôs Out 4-H Days, a home economics class for home school 

teens, and juvenile offenders program.  In the juvenile offenders program, Missy was sometimes the 

first person to ever show youth within the program how to be self-sustaining. 
Missy has accepted a position with the Washington State 4-H program as a Regional 4-H 

Specialist in Clark/Skamania counties.  Although she will be missed in Idaho, we wish her and her 

family all the best.  We do expect to see Missy from time to time at some regional events such as the 
Western Regional Leaders Forum. 

Good luck Missy! 

Idaho 4-H Hall of Fame Seeking Nominations 
Submitted by:  Nancy Melville, Idaho 4-H Volunteer Development Specialist 

 

 Idaho 4-H will be once again inducting individuals 

and organizations who have made a significant impact 
upon the 4-H program and/or its members and leaders.  

One hundred people were inducted in 2002, 15 were 

inducted in 2005, 14 in 2008, and 10 individuals were 
inducted 2011. 

 Anyone who has made a significant contribution to 

the development of 4-H or 4-Hers in Idaho are eligible to 
be nominated.  It is expected that the nominees have been 

excellent role models in the areas of citizenship, 

leadership, career accomplishments, and character.  

Current 4-H faculty and staff are not eligible.  Retired 
faculty and staff are eligible if they have been retired for 

at least 3 years at the time of induction.  Nominees may 

be living or deceased. 

 Individuals or 4-H related organizations will be 

invited to submit nominations.  Be watching for the 

announcement after the first of the year that nominations 

are being accepted.  You may contact Nancy Melville, 

Idaho 4-H Volunteer Development at nmelville@uidaho.edu 

for more information. 

2011 Inductees 

mailto:nmelville@uidaho.edu
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Idahoôs Wool Contest Results 

Submitted by:  Sharlene Woffinden, Bear Lake County Extesion Educator & Wool Contest chair 

 

The results of the 25th Idahoôs 4-H Wool Contest were announced during the 2013 State Leadersô 
Forum lunch on November 9, 2013 at the Fort Hall Chiefôs Event Center.  Sharlene Woffinden, the 

Eastern District 4-H Wool Contest contact and chair of this year state contest, was thrilled that all five of 

the Eastern Districtôs contestants were able to attend the forumôs lunch where 
the results were announced.  The Wool Contest contestants are not required to 

be present for the announcements of the results, but it is great when some of 

them can attend.  Even though the wool contest entries were on display earlier 
in the day, it was exciting to see these wool creations being modeled by the 4-H 

member during lunch. 

Before announcing the results, the five contestants from Bonneville County, 

Angel Neil, Alyssa King, Desiree Billman, Marlee Doman, and Cody 
Chamberlain modeled their wool garments walking in and out around the tables 

while Bonnie Caywood, a Bear Lake County volunteer, read a short narrative 

about each entry.  The wool garments of Ruth Farnham, (Elmore County); Katy 
Haight, (Lewis County); Davi Murphy, (Idaho County) and Holli Ulhorn, 

(Idaho County) were ñmodeledò on their hangers by three Bear Lake County 4-

H members Trevor Keetch, Kirsten Stevens, and Makenzie Stevens who volunteered to help.  Once 
everyone had a chance for a close up look at the garment the results were read. 

The top State and District award recipients are: 
Basic Level (Age 8 to 16 and/or construct a garment with 3 or less advanced sewing skills.) 

Davi Murphy, Idaho County, won 1st Place Northern District and Top State Basic awards.   

Ruth Farnham, Elmore County, won 1st Place Basic Southern District II award. 

Angel Neil, Bonneville County, won 1st Place Basic Eastern District award. 

Advanced Level (Age 8 to 18 and/or construct a garment with 4 or more advanced sewing skills.) 

Marlee Doman, Bonneville County, won 1st Place Eastern District and 1st Place State 

Advanced awards. 
Katy Haight, Lewis County, won the 1st Place Northern District and 2nd Place State 

Advanced awards. 

Alyssa King, Bonneville County, won the 3rd Place State Advanced award. 

The Idaho Wool Growers Association has supported and donated the awards for the 4-H 

Wool Contest since 1988.  The Wool Contestôs guidelines have changed over these 25-

years, but not the contestôs objectives.  Ernestine Porter, former UI Extension textiles and 

clothing specialist stated in the Lewiston Morning Tribune, July 9, 1990, the third year the 

contest was held that ñthe objectives of the contest include helping a new generation of 

consumers become familiar with wool clothing construction and encouraging them to go 

on and further their education.ò  This 

year the Idaho Wool Growers will be 

donating a total $1,425.00 as awards to 

the wool contest winners.  If you know 

someone who is a member of this 

group, please tell them thank you for all 

the past and future years of supporting 

the Idaho 4-H program.  


